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Tin; war with misxico.

pprflrlo Diaz. President of Mexico,
fled two days ago.

Later. Diaz is n>>t dead.
Later still, President Diaz Is In

splendid health.
Even still later. President Diaz has

no intention of dying.
The mobilization Of an army of

20.000 United States soldiers in Texas
on the Mexican frontier Is simply a

part of a military manoeuvre, with no

j- pec i n 1 signi fleancei
The movement of the United States

'Army to the Mexican frontier in Texas!
is intended for the protection of Amer- j
loan property in Mexico.
The Army has been sent to Texas jand the Navy has been dispatched lo<

Quantankmo for the purpose of up-
holding the Monroe Doc-trine.
The Government at Washington has

been compelled to take cognizance o£
the insurrectionary conditions in the;
Republic of Mexico
The United States has .sent its Arm;

to Texas and its warships to Cuba to'
.-heck immediately the Japanese who
have been trying to gain a foothold in
Mexico.
The movement of the United States

troops to Texas means that litis coun¬

try is on the verge of hostilities with
Mexico.

President Taft, the Coihmander-In-
Chief of the United Stan ? Military and jNaval forces, has assured Mexico that
the movements of United States sol¬
diers to Mexico and of Untied States
sailors to Cuba arc not Intended in any
way as a menace to Mexico.
The newspaper correspondents In

Washington declare that the present
unexpected activity in American mil¬
itary circles surely presages war.

It appears from all this (hat the sit¬
uation Is very much mixed. Wei| in¬
formed men iii Richmond, who have
been to Washington within the last
few days, picked up some rather alarm¬
ing Intelligence during their brief in¬
vestigation of the Situation at the
National Capital. Nobody knows what
will happen. We arc now going
through very much the same sort of
experience we had during the days and
weeks and months preceding the war
with Spain. That contest was brought
about by the yellow press of this coun¬
try. It would have been averted if
Mr. McKinley had followed his own
sound judgment and good intentions.
Wr. do not believe that there is any¬
thing mor. in the present excitement
Ihah there was in the scare prec eding
Hie war with Spain.
We nre too easily disturbed in the]

United States. Business Is going on jabout, as usual. There has been no
break in the stock market because of
Impending trouble. The Secretary of
War has left the Capital and gone out
West somewhere. .-The President of the
United States has: journeyed down io
Augusta, On., to rest for two or three
Weeks, and only the newspaper people
about Washington appear to know ox-

actly what Is going to happen. To jBhow how little they know really, it is
¦worth noting, probably, that they did
not even know that there was to he a
movement of troops, to Texas and .i

movement of ships to Cuba until after
the movement had actually begun.

President Diaz is dead.
President Diaz is not dead.
President Diaz Is in a sinking con¬

dition.
President Diaz is In the best "f

health.
The United States Army will Invade

Mexico.
The United States Army will hot in¬

vade Mexico.
President Diaz has been much dis¬

turbed by the demonstration in force
on the Texan frontier.

President Diaz has accepted the- as¬
surance of President Tan that liiere
Is nothing but the frlemlHesl feeling
on the part of the United State.-, f,,, jhe
Republic of Mexico and its continued
pro: perky.

BIG iii' on the S'POT.
Couldn't sleep last night for think*

Sng about it.the situation down "p the
Mexican frontier; and even our wak¬
ing moments arc disturbed about what
we have fcoon, evon^as in a vision.- nol
men aa trees walking, but an army
terrible with banners, baggage wagon.-t
and rumbling artillery und the ahuf-
fllt,"; of forty thousand feet and tliu
champing of champing squadrons, :all
movins tutu serried array and pausing
at the Rubicon only for the nluiifiii
when the word of Imperial Caesar Is
»polten. There appears to be method
In whaI Mr. Taft has done: the Cop
onel will reach I louston to-morrow
(Sunday) morning, und as General
Gran: Is reported to have said to Ser¬
geant O'Flanigan, "Le: the battle pro¬
ceed'.' Isn't this enough to make any
one May awake o' nights? Doesn't this
.xpiain what everybody has been
guesflng tit for the last four days?
Why thlr. concatenation if it do not
xntan. that the. i'rcrident has really

had some serious purpose in all this
confusion of war'.'

if Mr. Tafl hau thought, in Iiis in-
nennest recesses, that by establishing
the front in Texas just at the time
when our greatest military leader
would reach that point It might be pos¬
sible to have hi in killed off in any sort
of sortie, he has slipped up again; for
he must know mow that never yci whs
bulbt moulded Unit cditld catch the
Colonel unawares, and on the heights
of San Antonio or the Hats of El Paso,
or eke in the bulrushes of some modes I
bayou yet unknown to fame, the great
American Moses, unscathed by war,,
will make his second appearance.

I'm: uospei, ok Till-;*south. j
Tbe Southern Commercial Congress

in Atlaiita has adjourned. It wSa a

very remarkable gathering ami It was
well managed. Croat men from all
purls of the country look part In it.
Many abb- addresses were delivered
on nil phases of the South':; commer-
cia| and industrial d< velopment, and
plana were Instituted for the further
exploitation of the resources of the
South. The President of the United
States was there and I ho one living
ex-President of Com United states was;
also there. everything that was said
was laudatory of the South, and
doubtless many practical bohellls will
result from this enterprise.
Wo wish now v ery much thai a

Southern Commercial Congress should
\}Q lieltl in some great financial and in- |
dusttial Northern Community, so that
the people who live outside of the
South might then be brought into elds-
or and more intimate touch With life
smith. We know down here exactly who
we mo and what we have, but we have
sometimes thought that our North¬
ern frl.emis, iheh who have large capi¬
tal to Invest, and other men who
Would like to find homes and oppor-
tunlly in this land of promtse, do not
really obtain that knowledge of lie-
Sotilll from these Southern Commercial
Congresses that are held from time to
time in the South, they would receive!
if tin occasional Southern Commercial
Congress should bp held tip North. Wc
would carry the gospel of the South 1
not into the "enemy's country," be¬
cause that description can no longer
apply, but Into tho Northern part of
our <>wn country so that the people!
Cure might really know the South as
it is. and Its illimitable opportunities.
The sort of Immigration we should

like to have to the Southern States is
not from the crowded centres of popu¬
lation In Europe, but from the North¬
western ami F.astcrn parts of I lie
United Stales where lands are high]
ami conditions hard. Wo would have
tin; Northwestern farmers who have
been breaking over into I he Canadian
country come to ibe Southern Stales!
where they could live on less and
make far more.

It is always entertaining. Instructive
anil helpful to have stich men as
President Toft and Colonel Roosevelt

Bernard Raker and other men of |
thai type speak to us about thls.Tlial,
and the other phase of Southern life,
Which Wo all understand probably as

will as they do. but we should like
in have this same class of men meet
with ii Southern Commercial Congress
held In New York or Boston or Min¬
neapolis so that the people outside of
pur own borders would really know and
undorstand that here in this great em¬

pire South of the Potomac River
there me conditions and opportunities
tfi be found nowhere else on the face
(if I llC globe.,

ix an ahm v overcoat.
When he was told last night about

ilic appearance of the Colonel in Texas
at the precise psychological moment
when old Tuft's Army has just got
ready for the advance, an Army bUlcer
Raid: "And did you know that the
Colonel actually started out on Iiis
(.resent tour wearing an Army over-

SiA.K iSita A SCAPEGOAT OP BOBB-

Again the city Engineer's office Is
under lire for admitted mistakes, broad
und obv ious erroris, and injustice to j
1:0 lit motors which can only be explain-j
f:!-t,n tii.- grubml of rank carelessness j
Three months ago an Investigation off
the department was made by a compe¬
tent committee Defects were shown
arid ordinances were prepared io cor-
i< et them. Not (die of those ordinances j
has yet been adopted. They sleep in j
a pigeon höh ot the Ordinance, char-
to]- and Beforiii Committee. if roc',
t innicndcil they will go next month, or
the mouth after, t" the finance Coin-:
irilttee, ¦:yi\ may reach a vote in tlie'
Council ihis summer.

Another investigation has been made!
with practically tlie same findings. An¬
other committee lias discovered hick
of systoih, carelessness of subordl-
nines and gross errors. Mr. Boiling
a.-, bend of the olllcc has assumed all
blame, though the ordinance giving
Mint authority to employ and discharge
assistants litis not been adopted. lie
iwiS liilil little or no voice in the selec-
i ion of Iiis assistants. They w ere there
When he crime into tbe ollice, and hove
been eoiiUnited by the Committee on
Streets.one of them having been re-
Instated by the Committee alter Mr.
Bölling, lia.j suspended him.

j With no authority to select or re-
move his subordinates, Mr. Boiling yet
Inker the responsibility for their mts-

! take,, and before an Investigaflug
commit no: frankly admits errors w hich
he is practically powerless to pre-
vent.

Hampered its the ollice «.¦. by rules
I siiid restrictions, tied to three Cölln-
i <il committees, each meeting hut twice

a mouth the real wonder Is that the
department has accomplished so much
.not (lial i; l>as failed in some in¬
stances.
Recent occurrehcc! have, in the pub¬

lic mind at least, brought the Engi¬
neer's office in sharp contrast with
Uiut of the, IJuRding Inspector. Mr.

Bock has boon characterized as a man
Wim is '.<m Iiis job." Iii' bau bis olllee
well in hand, ami by almost unanimous
action, the City Council bus recently
increased his pay to retain an olllccr
who had proved so ollleiont as to he
desired by an aggressive corporation.
Save in Hie matter of public buildings
belonging to the city. Mr. Beck runs
his own ofiico: No Council committee
supervises his issuance of permits. Ids
examination of plans, bis appointment
or removal Of deputies, or bis conduct
of his department. He Is entrusted
with the oflicc and left to produce re¬
sults, and he Juts produced them. The
ofiico calls for no great technical abil¬
ity as an engineer. It Is as an ad¬
ministrative olllccr that Mr. Beck lias
won. 1

The present head "f the Kngincei-
Itig Department is an engineer or
known ability. As the designer of the
.settling basins his work was along
original lines, and has proved pecu¬
liarly successful. Many years ago ho
designed the New Reservoir, tho
Puhip-House, laid off the Boulevard,
and" erected the Water Works "which
are to-day the city's pride.
The lesson Is obvious. The Council

should cut through the tangle of oltl- jeial red tape that binds the Engi¬
neer hand and foot. Mr. j.oil- jing should surround himself with1
trained assistants sufficient in number
and sufficiently well paid to carry on!
the great sewer, brideb. street and I
wharf projects In which the city is i
now engaged; The ofiico is the. most
Important in the city government, and j
handles more of the city's money paid |
out for improvements than any other,
two blllces. Inefficiency and incompc-
tciicy among subordinates are not to
he tolerated, but until the Council has J
given the head of tho ofiico authör- I
ity. it cannot complain If he fall to
prodüce results. Once the Council's j
skirts are clear, ami the Engineer is
left unhampered by politics to raise
the standards of his oflicr, ami j
when divided responsibility Is at
an end. the citizens will know lo¬
wborn to look for an economical outlay;
of tho large sum; appropriated for Im¬
provements. Then and not until then
is it fair to hold tho City Engineer
responsible for the internal admlnls-
ttatlon of the department of which, at
prescht, lib is only nominally the head,
but which is In fact rCiled" by the j
Council Committee on Street-. That
committee has recommended that au¬
thority he centered in the Engineer.
It has criticised the careless and slip¬
shod methods of two of the assistant
engineers. A long-suffering pttbl'c
looks to ita representatives in the I
Council for relief. 11" the relief of-)
feted is not adequate, the taxpayers
will secure it through a change in
the methods of city government, hot
by making n scapegoat, of a helpless"
official;

history at roaxokio COl.LiKGE. jBison's History of the United States jwill not be used any longer as a text- I
hook hi Ronnoke College, the hoard
of trustees having reached the concltt-
sion that it "contains certain öbjec- !
tioiiablc matter and expressions both |
as to facts and opinions of which the jbbard does not approve.'' This action
was taken "In view of the fact that |Dr. Thorsteiiberg does not approve of
the objectionable mattet» and has al-
nays taken pains to correct such or-
roheous statements, and had used
said history simply as a basis for his.
work according to the modern methods
of instruction." The rejection of this
History by the trustees is accompanied
by an expression of their entire con¬
fidence in Or. Thorsteiiberg, "'both as
a man and as an acceptable and valu¬
able teacher." The Faculty of the
College have also adopted resolutions
expressing their "entire confidence in
hts character, ability, honesty, broad-
mindedness, efficiency and loyalty to
the. ideals of the College;" and at the
chapel serviie last 'Wednesday morn¬
ing, "the students, by a unanimous
and unmistakably emphatic vole, ex¬
pressed their confidence in l»r. Thors¬
teiiberg and his Conduct of bis depart¬
ment, and their approval of the reso¬
lution.-- by the Faculty.''

All this is very gratifying.the r».
.lection of Hie History, the assurance*
of the trustees that the College is;
wholly loyal to the ideals of the South,!
the information that Dr. Thorstenborg
lias itivar|ably corrected tho misstate-
nienls made by Elson in instructing
his classes ami dually the votes of con¬
fidence in tin- character, ability and
cliiolehcy of the. teacher of history. So
fat as we know there has never been
any reflection upon any of these at¬
tributes of til,- teacher; the criticism
that has been made having been en¬
tirely confined to tho book. We can
nil go along now with the regular
routine of our affairs, teach¬
ers and taught, both having learned
the lesson thai, the character of a

whole people cannot bij judged by fin¬
ch- instances.

spi2ciai, phiviUKiiiis for tin;
cov krnm isn't.

Suit has been instituted by tic:
United st ues Department of .lustlce
before the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mission against the Pennsylvania
Railroad, tho Norfolk and Western
Railway ami the Philadelphia, Bn!ti¬
mbre and Washington Railroad for
lho recovery of J3.1e, alleged to have
1.it an overcharge for the trahspor-
lalinu of employees of the- Govern¬
ment. One of the allegations is that
Ua^omptoyc going from Brooklyn, New
j York, to Morristown, Tennessee, was

'^overcharged $1.110, that an overcharge
of 65 cents was made oil tho transpor-
ttitlon of Olio passenger from New* York
i'ity to Knoxvllle, Tennessee, and thai
an overcharge (,f 30 cents was made
on each of two passengers from Phil¬
adelphia, Pennsylvania, lb Chatta¬
nooga, Tennessee, the total overcharge
In these several cases amounting to
$".ir». it is expected that ihe Govern-
incut will recover the full amount, even

if it shnll be compelled 1» pay out In
the way of attorney's foes and other
expenses mo times as much as it will
recover.

It is an interesting question just now
why the Government should be grant¬
ed any special rates for the transpor¬
tation of its employees. We suppose
tho railroads have made a special rate
for the transportation of Hit: army
now moving to the Mexican frontier,
but why should if.' Why should the
Government obtain from tho railroads
any consideration whatever that is not
shown to the ordinary citizen? Are
rebates not very wicked? Are. special
privileges to bo enjoyed only by the
Government which has set its tre¬
mendous foot down on the railroads in
the management of their affairs? Why
.should the Government which does not
own a single share of stock in any of
the railroads of the country expect to
receive any favors from the railroads,
as It extends none to them? The sol¬
dier traveling to Texas is no more en¬
titled to special rates than the ordi¬
nary citizen going that way.

RAISING THE TUNK.
Richmond Is the heart of the South]

in sentiment, in business and in
achievement. It should also be tlio
artistic heart of tho South. Wo have
here, great educational institutions,
many rich and prosperous people, tbp
seat of the State government, courts]
without number almost, splendid ool-j
leges, the best system of public, schools1
in the country, an educated and high¬
ly respectable town of more than 127,-
444 people, with the most beautiful
suburbs of an}- town In the South. Yet
with all of our business prosperity and !
political tendencies we have neglected
to cultivate the popular taste for mu¬
sic. It was for tho purpose of placing
this community in intimate touch with
the great arUsls of tho world that the
Wednesday Club was organized here.
It purposes to give this year, on the
1st and 2d of May, performances at
which the Metropolitan Orchestra or
New York will be the attraction. .. . o j
this full orchestra, the complete mu¬
sical organization, will come. Mato,
the greatest baritone in the world; j
Alma Gluck, whose marvelous soprano
has thrilled the very soul of music
wherever she has appeared; Florence,
Wickham, whose great contralto IS
acknowledged by all the musical ex-j
pfrts of the world; Ricardo Martin,
tho wonderful tenor, and Herbert;
Wiiliorsnoon, who has been described
as "America's greatest basso."
Such wonderful attractions as this

cost a great deal of money, and the
Wednesday Club, composed of men and
women of highly educated tastes, has
made the engagements for this or¬

ganization for the sum of $7,500. in
order that the Wednesday Club may
he able to give these great concerts,
or recitals, it will be necessary for It
to obtain six hundred subscribers. Only!
four hundred and sixty subscriptions
have so far been made. One hundred
and forty more subscribers arc need¬
ed. The subscription has been placed
at tho remarkably low sum of 510.
Three concerts will he given.
These are the plain business facts,

and they arc submitted to the people
of this community for their considera¬
tion At tho concerts that are to be
given in Richmond, precisely tbe same
singers will be here and the same'
orchestra that attract thousands of'
people to New York every year at. an',
enormous: expenditure of money and!
I line. Many persons go from Rieh-i
niond to New York for the Grand i

Opera season, but the Grand Opera Is
corning to us in Richmond. It Is hoped
that before the setting of the sun to¬
day, the Wednesday Club niay bo able
to look to tho 1st and 2d of May
with renewed confidence In the artis¬
tic sense of this community.

PARIlbX FOK A PltKACllHlt.
Congressman Howard, of the fTRth |

Georgia District, has made an earnest
appeal to Governor Brown for iae par¬
ti ion of ibe Rev. .James Kiuimous. of
Rabuh County, who was recently sen¬
tenced to imprisonment in the Georgia
State Peiiitentlnry for the misde¬
meanor of murder. While Mr. Klm-
inons was preaching he was attacked
by a hiihiber of men, one of .whom
assaulted him with a pair of brass
Unucks and another with a pistol. In
attempting to wrest tho pistol from
the hand of his assailant the. weapon
was discharged and the bullet there-
from entering a vital spot in oau of
the in ..tstor's assailants, such as¬
sailant then and there fell down and
died. It is a hard case, and it would
appear that if Mr. Kiinmons were real-'
ly assaulted while he. was engaged
in his ministrations and assaulted In
the way intimated, he was justified in
some measure at least In offering such
resisiunca as he could, or at "least in
trying to put out tho disturbers of
public worship. The pistol with which
tin killing was done' was not the min¬
ister's pistol, so far as the records
before \\e sliow. Congressman Howard
in his appeal for the pardon of tills
earnest preacher tells Governor Brown
that he asks for clemency, not for a

hardened criminal, but for "one who
has always stood with Ills hand out¬
stretched to nave, who has visited iho.
sick, comforted tin- dying, loved' bis
neighbor." "Mis wife is an invalid,
his children are paupers." and then,
iIsing io the dignity of the argument,
Congressman Howard says:

"Govornor, will you not strip this
man of his convict garb? Will you
not strike from his limbs the chains
of a felon? will ydii order the prison
gate to stand ajar that .Ihmes .\.
Kimnions, whose heart is as pure as
that of any mini who passed judgment
upon him, walk out into God's sweet
sunshine and Ko back to the mountains
of North Georgia, that he may embrace
his poor lip1..- helpless children; that
ho mily hush the sob of the sorrow of
an Invalid w ife; that he may again tako
up Iiis life's work for God. and oh the
nexl Sabbath morning may his strongvoice mingle with those who love the
Lord in tho little log church on inc

mountain side In singing "Jesus, Sav¬
iour. Pilot Mo"?
Wo do not know all the circum¬

stances In this case, but IT thoy bnvo
been fnlrly stated l>y Congressman
Howard, wo do not sec bow Governor
Brown can hesitate for one moment as
to his duty touching this much abused
man. So Tar, we have seen no refer¬
ence in Hie Georgia papers to any
appeals from the women for Ills par¬
don.their energies appear to have
been exhausted In the case of tho lato
Chief of police of tlic town of Dan¬
ville, Virginia; who has been returned
to Georgia to servo his sentence for
the commission of murder In Harris
county fourteen years ago.

MOIinil.MSM.
By a strange coincidence, several of

the magazines arc devoting much
space and continuous attention to Mot'-!
monism and the state of. this sect In
Utah. In one of those publications,
Frank J. Cannon, a member of one
of the leading families in the Mormon
Church, is revealing much striking in¬
formation about this mighty and mys¬
terious church.

It is well. The Mormon cause works
Insidiously, quietly, undauntedly. It Is
gathering recruits not only from ul-'j
most every State In this country, but
also from many of the other coun¬
tries of tho world. Denmark is send-
Ing over hundreds to join tho sect in
Utah. Friends and emissaries oT tho
Mormons are. canvassing all the coun¬
tries In which there Is a glimmer of
hope for Mormonlsin. England Is be¬
ing made to yield recruits. Twelve
hundred young women were lately sent
lo Utah from Yorkshire and Lanca¬
shire alone, most of them being fac¬
tory ana servant girls.
Mormonlsm is yet. a menace to this

nation. Vigilance in this direction Is
not yet unnecessary.

The Kansas City Star says that on
a recent examination paper in civics
was this question. "If the President, jVice-President, and all the members
of the Cabinet should die. who would
officiate?" A twelve-year-old boy
thought for a long time and then
wrote, "thr undertaker."

The Savannah News says:
"President Taft had better resist tho

temptation that has been offered html
to visit Wifcgrass, Georgia. Should Jhe go down there and get a taste of Ithe home-made sausage, 'ynller' yams,
cornbread and buttermilk, they might
never be able to got him back to
Washington;"

Certainly he would not get back
alive. Tliat Georgia grub would kill
a nybody.

We assume that the Colonel will at
least review the Army while he in down
in Texas.

it is very comforting to know that
ail of our volunteer soidlers will not
be ordered immediately to the frontier;
but oven if they should all go, Major
Werner and the Commissioners of Po-'
Bee would be able to safeguard Bleb-
mono. The Commissioners, however,
would look more like I he real tilingif they wore required to wear uniforms.
A very handsome lady wan heard by

n pair of sharp ears in Broad Street
yesterday sa\lng to her companion:
"Well, I got out my hist year's blackhat this morning and found that it did
not look as well as I thought, and [
suppose that I shall have to buy ano¬
ther." Wo do not know what her
husband's name is; but she hns done
the best she could and ho will have to
do the right thing now.

In one of our contemporaries a
headline reads: "Mrs. D. U Smith call¬
ed by death:" Would it. not have been
just us well to have said: "Mrs. D. L,.
Smith is dead?!'

Brother St. Chair MeKelway, of the
Brooklyn Eagle, can say more cutting-
things in the most classical way than
anybody else in the business, excusing,
possibly, Marse Henry WaDcrson when
ho gets his dar der up. For example,
speaking of the Taft letter in the Bal-
llnger case and the embarrassment It.
is likely to cause the Colonel, Brother
MeKelway opines that in the Colonel's
present political, university and ethical
tour through the country, the Colonel
"will likely limit his many addresses
to matter the expression of which will
be safe and the manner of the delivery
of which will he as vigorous as the
propositions will be commonplace.;'

The. first thing Brother Alfred B.
Williams, editor of the Roanoko Times,
knows lie will he charged with Irrever¬
ence because he speaks of the bottom¬
less pit with such disrespect, and ap¬
pears to ho old-fashioned enough to
believe that there Is not one law for
the pew and another for the pulpit;
that many a time hypocrites put on
the habit of the righteous, ft will he
recollected that the high priests joined
willi the mob in the street when a

certain man from Nazareth was
brought Into judgment.

Secretary RIoVcagh now has before
him offers from little, smugglers In
"Now York, Boston and Philadelphia to
settle with the Government, tho ag¬
gregate of tho frauds they ac¬

knowledge amounting to $1,000,000.
Every day offers lo settle arc received
from business men in the North, for
whom tho future looks far from bright.
How they expect to live without ship
subsidies. increased pensions and
smuggling privileges, we do not know.
Thou there is talk of cutting down the
tariff on woollen and other goods upon
Which they ha,vo' fattened! Verily,
verily, hard times are coming to tboso
whose honesty must be regulated by
law. /

All the Protestant churches of Bing-
hamlon, New York, lately united In a

newspaper advertising campaign of

just one. day. The result was an ave¬

rage Increase in church attendance of
about u3 per cent.

Tine Only Baking Powder Made from RoyalGrape Cream oS Tartar.

Chemists* tests have shown that a part ol the alum frombiscuit made with an alum baking powder passes Intothe stomach, and that digestion is retarded thereby.
Road tho tab&i and mako suro that youn bakinggjowdor is not mado from alum*

Daily Queries and Answers
Address all communications (or this column to Quory Editor,Times-Dispatch. No mathematical problems will be solved, no

coins or stamps valued and no dealers' numea will be given.

C'.CU el ill ion.
Will you kindly tell me the number of

years understood ua a generation?
11. A. 13.

A generation is the average lifetime
or all persons of synchronous age. Thehistoric average, or that of ."11 per¬
sons who pass the s: age of infancy,Is commonly reckoned ut about thirty
years, or three generations to a cen¬
tury.

hltilng.
Is there any acid or preparation to

use for restoring bluing on a gun bar¬
rel where the same lias been scratched6ft? C. P.

The. following is given as a recipefor bluing gun barrels: ''Apply nitric,ncl-i and !n It eat into the iron a lit¬
tle: then the latter will be covered with
a thin film of oxide, ('ban the barrel,oil and burnish."

Snnifl.vfilo».
drive a short sketch of the peopleculled the "Siamdyedes;" .1. G.
The Samoyedes wero widely spreadover the extreme north of East Europeand Asia, und are one of \«tho fourfamilies of the great Altaian stock.

Originally the Samoyodcs inhabited thewhale vast Siberian plain from Hi" Al¬tai to the Ar.lie Sea; but (or manyhundred years Mongolian peoples forcedIbonisclvtv; In among them. Thbtl'chief seat at tills time Is the regionI tittweeh the Obi ami the Yenisei. Theyhave been but little Influenced by civil¬ization or Christianity, and retain in a
great measure their old manners andcustoms, and live by fishing and rais¬ing rein doer.

Turks.
Art- the Turks classed among th*>Caucasians or the Mongolians? W.Johann FrcUerlch 131umen bach; arecognized authority on ethnology,classified tho human family into thofollowing live varieties: The Cauea

spin, Mongolian. Kthlopan, Malay andAmerican. In the second class, HieMongolians, he includes the Chinese
and Indo-Chinese, tho native of ihcpolar regions, the Mongol Tartar:) undthe Turks.

Trnu»fcr.
lias Congress passed a law declaringthat a transfer ticket is good until noon

of the day It i« issued? C.No.

CORONATION MANTLE
FOR KING GEORGE

IIY Ii V MAHCIGISE UE PONTE.VOYi

KING GKOHGK will be Invested athis coro nut Ion with a coronation
mantle placed at his disposal for
the pccuslrin by a peer, at the in¬

stance of his American wife. it fa
necessary to explain this lit order to
Klieve him of the imputation of don¬
ning for the ceremony a robe which Bo¬
tho past eight .-.ear.- has been in the
possession of the owners of the Tus-satifl wax works show in Baker Stroct,near Itegents Bark, familiar to everyAmor'can tourist to London.

for the announcement that Georgo V.would wear at his coronation the man¬
tle used on a similar occasion by GeorgeI \ ., Immediately served to recall that
on the. Ml) of .luno ISitl, that Is to
say, a \ ear after George IV. '« death,Iiis immense quantity Of clothes; uni¬forms, and bfllclal costumes of various
kinds, bis toilet articles, his linen, andin fact, most of his personal belong¬ings; were sold by auction, at the di¬
rection of the executors of his will, atPlliulps's auction rooms, in Bond Slrei t.
Ijot .'2 was the dead King's ".sumptuouscrimson velvet coronation mantle, withsilver star." which fetched forty-sevenguineas. Lot öti was "the purple vel¬
vet coronation mantle With "UO ounces
of gold embroidery upon it." it fetch-!
od lifty-flvo guineas. In addition tothis, there was the coronation ruff of
superb Mechlin lace, three crimson vel¬
vet coats or waistcoats, and white. Silk
trunk hose. These together fetched atrifle over $10u, and were, like thetwo mantles, all bought by Mmo. Tus-
saud; for exhibition in connection withher famous museum of wax works,which is still in existence.
The mantle', however, with which

the sovereign Is solemnly invested (itthe moment of his ¦coronation by theattendant clergy (the investiture form¬ing just as important a part of theritual as the vesting him with the
sceptre, the orb, and the sword of
state; is of pure cloth of gold, and notof velvet. The one used by King Ed¬
ward was specially made for tho oc¬casion, and on It were embroidered byhand tho badges of the three king-doins of England, Scotland and Ire-Iland. That of George ]V. Is much finer,being a magnificent example of thehand-loom industry of the Spitalllelds
weaver, the badges being woven into
tho surface of tho fabric, instead ofbeing applied by embroidery.Tho gold mantle, or "pajl," as it is
officially styled, of the sovereign, be¬
comes the perquisite of the Bord GreatChamberlain of England. And' that is
why each sovereign is obliged to have
a now one mado for him. The other
mantles ho Is permitted to retain, if
he so wisnes. The' Lord Great Cham¬
berlain of England, on the occasion of
the coronation of Goorge I.V., was Bo¬
iler Robert Burrel I, and inheritedthrough his father the title of Lord
Gwydyr, and later on. on the death of
his mother, became twenfy-llrst Baron
WUloughby d'Eresby. He was onlv
Bord Gwydyr. however, when duringthe lifetime of his mother he exercis¬
ed In hör behalf the office of Bord Great'Chamberlain at the coronation of
George IV. it was he. who received
as his perquisite the. golden pall or
coronation robe, of George IV., and
caused it. to bö preserved with stich
care, in a cedar case, that it is in n
perfect stale of preservation, and looks
as if it had just loft the loom. H was

'inherited, at the death of the late Lord
Ancaster tho other day. by his son.tho present Earl, who Is t wenty-lift h
Baron WUloughby d'Eresby, and who
is married to Miss Eloise Breese.
daughter of Hie lato W. B. Breese of
New York, a lady whose mother, now
Mrs. Henry Iligglns of London, and
formerly Mrs. ^W. L. Breese of Now
York, hails from Columbus. O.. where
she was born as the .daughter of tho
late. George Parsons,

It Is Lord Ancaster. who at the in¬
stance of Ills American wife, hi,g-h.kifavor with Queen Mary, has placed
George IV.'s coronation robe at the
disposal of George Vo^ on the under¬
standing that It Is to bo returned 1o
them. Instead of to Lord Carrlngion.who Is Lord Great . Chamberlain dur¬
ing, the present refgn.

-be gold mautle or pall used byKing Edward at his coronation, be¬
en mo the perquisite of the Marquis of
Chulmondoley, who was Lord Great.Chamberlain during the recent reign,this hereditary ofllcc being shared byLord Ancaster. Lord Carrington andLord Cholmondeley, taking turns ac¬
cording to their respective lives, and
tho respect Ivo reigns. This golden

manti» Is known in nutin piim leblbgyas "Pallium regale «mm aqnllls," or,''imperial muntlc ol cloth tit gold, wo-.
on wHh t iui' s it is niuch like a «:<>|wwithout a hood, and Is, correctly speak¬ing, square, or four-curhered, signify-In« dominion over ilio four corners or
(he earth. Th<- eagles woven into t'n<:
fabric, go back to ti«" barllest historyof the British Isles.
While the Kaiser, and Iiis fellow

sovereigns of tin confederation known
a* the German Kihplrc; have succeed¬ed in retaining their exeiriplloiifi antlthat of their families froin taxation,despite the opposition raised again:'t.this privilege In the Reichstag at BeiUli, yet the discussion has. served to
raise so many new questions, as to
compel the Emperor, and the otherriilors of Germany, to seriously con¬
sider the policy of sacrificing their
rights in this respect to strong popu¬lar sentiment;
The taxes which thej objected to

pay wore the land taxes. Now this
is all very well when the lands remain
for hundreds pf years together in the
hands of one or another of the reign¬ing house.-. LI it I Ihn exemption from
the land tax assumes quite a differenc
aspect when the sovereign In qüeilion or sonic prince of his family hap¬
pens to indulge in real estate specula¬tions, and manifestly gives him an
extremely unfair advantage In dealingwith his rivals in the business. There
iirq quite a number Of the petty rulers
of Germany, ami prim es of their fami¬
ly, who manage to add largely to their
income by buying and selling land,
not as an investment, but as a specu¬lation.
Other German rulers again, just likethe late King heopnld of Belgium, BingGeorge of Greece, and King Frederickof Denmark, speculate heavily in

stocks. Yet as royal personages they
are exempt from the heavy stamp dutywhich all people of less exalted birth
have to pay to the state for their.stock exchange transactions, ami fortho transfer of shares. Formerlyroyal personages were supposed to be
above dealings of this sort, as incon¬
sistent with their dignity. Bui Leo¬
pold II. Of Belgium, and the late Prince
Anthony of 1 hdi-'mzollern, father of tho
King of Rumania, also Empress Eu¬
genie, changed all this, and went in
heavily for speculation, by mean:; of
which the present Kings of Greece and
of Denmark have amassed enormous
fortunes.
Curiously enough, there is no wordin tho Constitution of tho German Kni¬

ll ire which provides for the exempt ionof members of the reigning houses
from taxation; and inasmuch as the.Reichstag hr.s abolished the fiscal im-
muhitiös formerly enjoyed by the medi¬
atized families, which exercised sov¬ereign sway at the beginning of thenineteenth century, ii is extremelyprobable that il will at an early datesubject lo a similar deprivation the
now reigning families, unless. Indeed,they are prompted by the recent parli¬amentary showing" in connection withthe land tax, as well as by manifesta¬
tions of popular feeling, to volunteer
a renunciation, of their own accord, oftheir very questionable rights in thimatter.

In England. Queen Victoria made apoint of paying the income tax, withthe object of reducing the popular ob¬
jection to the impost, and compelled themembers of her family to do likewise.King Edward went a'step further, und
even insisted on paying duty on hiswines, spirits and tobacco. KingGeorge, however, has by virtue of an
arrangement with Parliament, been
exempted from the payment of anytaxes, in consideration of his receiv¬ing no increase whatsoever of his civillist.
(Copyright, lnii, by tho Brentwood1 Company.)
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